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aims to redesign the Rockville Pike into a walkable boulevard.

"Our local community is going to really take atoll if it isn't planned well," said North Bethesda resident Ellen Paul, who
attended the meeting. She cited concerns with increased traffic and overcrowded schools.

Though growth issues have been on the table now for decades now, Berliner told The Gazette, the county isat a"critical
juncture" when it comes to the debate. With issues like White Flint now on the front burner, at the meeting Berliner
renewed his commitment to promote public transportation and walkable communities in an effort to get cars off the road.

A renowned energy lawyer, Berliner hopes he is most recognizable as a council member for his role with promoting
environmental awareness. In 2008, the council passed a series of environmental initiatives championed by Berliner aimed
to reduce carbon emissions in the county. Berliner also serves on the Council's Transportation, Infrastructure, Energy, and
Environment Committee, and led the charge for alow-interest loan program that will alow homeowners to make energy-
efficient improvements to their homes.

For Paul, the meeting was away to get up to speed with issues of importance in the community. "Y ou feel like you have
more involvement and more ownership over your little world if you can stay apprised of what's going on," Paul said.

Potomac resident Merry Eisner, apast president of the Bells Mill PTA and alongtime schools advocate, has attended
several of Berliner's meetings and said the gatherings are now drawing people outside the core groups of local civic
activists who usually attend.

"I was impressed with the number of people there who | didn't recognize,”" Eisner said. "I think it was a good mix of people
with awide variety of issues."

The meetings, Eisner said, make Berliner more accessible to awide variety of constituents.

"People aren't there to say, "'Everything's wonderful," Berliner said. "They're there to share what's on their mind. From my
perspective it's an important opportunity to hear directly and to respond directly and to engagein literally a conversation
about these issues."

The next "Conversations' event is planned for September, though the location and date have yet to be determined.
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